
 

September in Europe: Your Ultimate Guide to Autumn's Best 
Festivals & Events in 2025 
 

 

Introduction: Why September is Europe's Secret Season for 
Unforgettable Experiences 

 

Imagine Europe, but better. September sweeps in with a sigh of relief after the 
summer heat, bringing crisp air, golden light, and a calendar bursting with authentic 
local celebrations. It is truly the sweet spot for travel, offering a delightful balance of 
pleasant weather and more manageable crowds compared to the bustling peak 
summer months of July and August. This creates a more intimate and enjoyable 
experience for travelers, allowing for deeper engagement with each destination.1 This 
period is not just about sightseeing; it is about immersing oneself in Europe at its most 
genuine. 

From ancient harvest traditions to cutting-edge design festivals, bustling flea markets 
to high-octane sporting events, September offers a kaleidoscope of experiences. 
Visitors can anticipate getting up close with local traditions, tasting regional 
delicacies, and truly connecting with the spirit of each place. Prepare to swap summer 
shorts for a light jacket and dive into the heart of European autumn! 

 

Featured Highlights: Must-See Events Across Europe 

 

September's calendar is packed with iconic events that draw visitors from around the 
globe, each offering a unique window into European culture. These major gatherings 
are not merely spectacles but deeply rooted cultural experiences, providing travelers 
with a genuine opportunity to connect with local traditions and heritage. 



 

Oktoberfest, Munich, Germany (September 20 – October 6, 2025) 

 

The world's largest beer festival is far more than just steins of beer; it is a vibrant 
cultural extravaganza and an immersive dive into Bavarian heritage.3 Millions of visitors 
flock to Munich's Theresienwiese to partake in the festivities, which include lively beer 
tents, traditional Bavarian food like pretzels, sausages, roast chicken, and pork 
knuckles, and colorful parades featuring traditional costumes and horse-drawn beer 
wagons.3 Thrilling amusement rides add to the carnival atmosphere, making it a 
comprehensive celebration of Bavarian life.3 The sheer scale of this event, attracting 
millions of visitors and seeing millions of liters of beer consumed, creates a unique, 
boisterous atmosphere.4 This high attendance necessitates practical planning for 
visitors, particularly regarding transportation and bag policies, as large bags are 
strictly forbidden and checks are performed upon entry.5 Public transport is highly 
recommended for navigating the city during the festival.5 

 

La Mercè Festival, Barcelona, Spain (September 23 – September 28, 2025) 

 

Barcelona's grandest annual fiesta marks the official end of summer for locals and 
those in the surrounding areas.6 Dedicated to the city's co-patron saint, Verge de la 
Mare de Déu de la Mercè, the festival is often described as "multiple festivals" due to 
its incredible variety of activities.6 Attendees can witness impressive human towers 
(Castellers), exhilarating fire runs (Correfocs) with participants dressed as devils, 
parades featuring giants and large-headed figures (Capgrossos), and spectacular 
musical fireworks displays over Montjuïc.6 The festival embraces cultural exchange by 
inviting a different guest city each year, with Manchester slated for 2025, adding an 
international dimension to the local celebrations.6 Furthermore, many museums and 
historical buildings in Barcelona offer free entry on September 24th, providing 
additional cultural enrichment.6 The festival draws huge numbers of people, making 
public transport, especially the metro, an essential mode of travel due to street 
closures and extended operating hours.6 

 

Braderie de Lille, France (September 6 – September 7, 2025) 



 

Europe's biggest flea market transforms Lille into a treasure hunter's paradise, 
spanning an incredible 80 kilometers of pavements and attracting around 2 million 
bargain-hunters and exhibitors.7 This vibrant, chaotic, and joyful adventure is deeply 
rooted in history, with origins dating back to 1127.8 A central and unmissable tradition 
of the Braderie is the consumption of mussels and French fries, with restaurants 
competing to create the largest piles of empty mussel shells.8 This culinary ritual 
elevates the event from a mere market to a unique gastronomic and communal 
experience, adding a distinct local flavor and a shared sense of festivity.8 Due to the 
immense crowds, traffic and parking are prohibited in the festival area, but numerous 
Park and Ride sites with shuttle services are available on the city's outskirts.8 

 

Madeira Wine Festival, Funchal, Madeira (August 31 – September 13, 2025) 

 

This vibrant celebration honors the island's famous wine during the grape harvest 
season, showcasing Madeira's rich wine traditions in Funchal and its picturesque rural 
vineyards.9 The festival offers street performances, live music, and opportunities to 
sample a wide variety of local wines in a relaxed Madeira Wine Lounge.9 A truly unique 
experience includes concerts held directly within the scenic vineyards, blending music 
with the island's natural beauty and winemaking heritage.9 The festival celebrates the 
tradition of winemaking, connecting visitors with the local heritage and the grape 
harvesting process.9 The Estreito’s Wine Harvest Festival, a related event, draws 
thousands of locals and tourists, indicating the significant appeal of these 
wine-centric celebrations.10 

 

Country-by-Country Deep Dive: Festivals, Fairs & Fun 

 

 

Italy: Art, Design & Ancient Traditions 

 



September in Italy is synonymous with harvest season, particularly for wine, creating a 
natural link between gastronomy, traditional celebrations, and the country's beautiful 
landscapes. This period also showcases Italy's dynamic cultural landscape, where 
cutting-edge design and deeply rooted historical traditions coexist, appealing to a 
wide range of interests. 

 

Lake Como Design Festival (September 14 – 21, 2025, Lake Como) 

 

Step into the creative heart of Italy at the Lake Como Design Festival, returning for its 
seventh edition.9 The thought-provoking theme "Frammenti" (Fragments) delves into 
the concept of fragmentation through captivating exhibitions and installations 
throughout the stunning city of Como and its lakeside surroundings.9 This theme 
elevates the festival beyond a simple design show, inviting reflection on unity and 
diversity, and appealing to travelers seeking intellectual engagement.9 The festival 
aims to reframe fragmentation not as a loss, but as fertile ground for regeneration and 
reconnection through creative expression, memory, and rediscovery.9 While specific 
crowd numbers are not available, the festival takes place across multiple venues, 
including Villa del Grumello and San Pietro in Atrio.11 Accessibility is generally provided 
at all locations, though some paths at Chilometro della Conoscenza may not be 
wheelchair accessible.11 

 

Genoa Boat Show (September 23, 2025, Liguria) 

 

For sea lovers and industry professionals, the Genoa International Boat Show is a 
must-attend event.9 It offers a prime opportunity to discover the latest innovations in 
marine technology, explore groundbreaking trends, and gain exclusive insights into 
the future of the yachting world.9 Whether a seasoned sailor or new to the sea, this 
show provides an immersive experience in all things boating.9 

 

Fiera di San Michele Fair (September 27, 2025, Lake Ledro) 

 



Experience tradition coming alive at the vibrant San Michele Fair in Pieve di Ledro.9 
This traditional fair features a bustling market, a lively livestock show, and an awards 
ceremony honoring the finest animals.9 Visitors can enjoy a delicious lunch featuring 
local specialties and immerse themselves in lively entertainment throughout the day, 
experiencing a perfect blend of culture, community, and celebration.9 

 

Bardolino Wine Festival (September 27 – October 5, 2025, Lake Garda) 

 

Wine enthusiasts should mark their calendars for the Bardolino Wine Festival, an 
annual celebration that marks the maturation and distribution of Bardolino wine, 
transforming the arrival of autumn into a "grape affair".9 Wine lovers from across the 
region flock to Lake Garda to sip, swirl, and savor some of Italy's finest wines.9 

 

Other Italian Gems 

 

●​ Historical Regatta, Venice (September 7): A spectacular traditional boat race 
along Venice's Grand Canal.12 

●​ Festa della Rificolona, Florence (September 7): A charming children's 
procession with colorful paper lanterns, street performances, and parades.12 This 
festival, celebrating the birth of the Virgin Mary, dates back to the mid-17th 
century when pilgrims carried lanterns on their journey to the city.13 The event 
draws large crowds, with a "sea of people" gathering in the piazza.13 

●​ Grapes and Wine Festival, Locorotondo, Puglia (Early September): As the 
grape harvest season begins, this picturesque town comes alive with wine 
tastings, local delicacies, and traditional folk music performances.15 

●​ Taranto Music Festival, Puglia (Mid-September): Enjoy a mix of classical, jazz, 
and contemporary music performed in breathtaking venues like ancient churches 
and historic squares.15 

●​ Festa della Madonna della Nova, Ostuni, Puglia (Late September): A deeply 
spiritual event in the "White City" of Ostuni, featuring lively parades, local 
markets, fireworks, and traditional music.15 

Italian September Events at a Glance 



Event Name Location Dates Type Key Highlight 

Lake Como 
Design Festival 

Lake Como Sep 14 – 21, 
2025 

Design Festival Explores 
"Fragments" 
through 
captivating 
exhibitions and 
installations. 

Genoa Boat 
Show 

Liguria Sep 23, 2025 Boat Show Showcases 
latest marine 
technology and 
yachting trends. 

Fiera di San 
Michele Fair 

Lake Ledro Sep 27, 2025 Traditional Fair Bustling market, 
lively livestock 
show, local 
specialties, and 
entertainment. 

Bardolino Wine 
Festival 

Lake Garda Sep 27 – Oct 5, 
2025 

Wine Festival Celebrates 
Bardolino wine 
maturation with 
tastings and 
festivities. 

Historical 
Regatta 

Venice Sep 7 Traditional Race Spectacular 
traditional boat 
race along the 
Grand Canal. 

Festa della 
Rificolona 

Florence Sep 7 Children's 
Parade 

Charming 
children's 
procession with 
lanterns, street 
performances. 

Grapes and 
Wine Festival 

Locorotondo Early Sep Wine/Food 
Festival 

Wine tastings, 
local delicacies, 
traditional folk 
music. 

Taranto Music Taranto, Puglia Mid-Sep Music Festival Classical, jazz, 



Festival and 
contemporary 
music in historic 
venues. 

Festa della 
Madonna della 
Nova 

Ostuni, Puglia Late Sep Spiritual Festival Lively parades, 
local markets, 
fireworks, 
traditional 
music. 

 

Germany: Beer, Music & Cultural Spectacles 

 

Germany in September offers a fascinating spectrum of experiences, from the 
boisterous, communal joy of Oktoberfest to the intellectual and artistic depth of 
Berlin's cultural festivals, showcasing the country's rich and varied heritage. For major 
events, practical considerations like crowd management and accessibility are 
paramount for a positive visitor experience. 

 

Oktoberfest, Munich (September 20 – October 6, 2025) 

 

As highlighted earlier, Oktoberfest is the world's largest beer festival, attracting 
millions of visitors.3 The festival grounds are consistently busy, particularly on 
weekends and evenings.2 Organizers recommend using public transport due to the 
high volume of attendees and strict bag policies, which prohibit large backpacks and 
bags.5 This attention to practical details helps manage the immense crowds and 
ensures a smoother experience for visitors. The "Oktoberfest barometer" is a tool 
provided by organizers to help visitors gauge crowd density at different times, 
allowing for more relaxed visits during quieter periods.2 

 

Musikfest Berlin (August 30 – September 20, 2025, Berlin) 

 



This classical music festival serves as a grand prelude to the Berlin Philharmonic 
Orchestra's new season, drawing world-class orchestras and ensembles.16 The 
festival's strategic cultural positioning, as a "warm-up" to the Philharmonic season, 
indicates a sophisticated audience and a deep appreciation for classical music within 
the city.16 The first week of the festival often has a French focus, featuring renowned 
orchestras and conductors, with tributes to composers like Boulez.16 Berlin's efficient 
public transport network makes it easy to reach the festival venues, which are 
generally accessible to visitors with mobility needs.17 

 

PHOTOCLIMAT Paris (September 12 – October 12, 2025, Paris) 

 

Though a Parisian event, its prominence in European cultural calendars warrants 
mention here. This outdoor photographic exhibition transforms iconic Parisian 
locations into an open-air gallery.18 It uniquely highlights environmental and social 
commitment through the eyes of 41 artists and the work of over 40 NGOs and 
foundations, creating a free and accessible cultural experience for all.18 The exhibition 
features eco-designed scenography and unique collaborations between artists and 
associations, reflecting a contemporary trend of integrating social commentary and 
sustainability into cultural events.18 In 2025, PHOTOCLIMAT will expand beyond Paris 
to several towns in Greater Paris, aiming to reach new audiences and strengthen the 
dialogue between art and society throughout the metropolitan area.18 

 

Other Berlin Cultural Events 

 

September in Berlin is rich with cultural offerings beyond Musikfest, including Berlin 
Art Week (September 10-14), Positions Berlin Art Fair (September 11-14), and the 
International Literature Festival (September 11-20).19 A special highlight is the Open 
Heritage Day (September 13-14), when numerous monuments and historical buildings 
that are usually closed to the public open their doors for visitors, offering a unique 
opportunity for cultural immersion.19 

German September Highlights 

 



Event Name Location Dates Type Key Highlight Crowd/Acces
sibility Notes 

Oktoberfest Munich Sep 20 – Oct 
6, 2025 

Beer Festival World's 
largest beer 
festival, 
immersive 
Bavarian 
culture, 
parades, 
amusement 
rides. 

Attracts 
millions; very 
busy, 
especially 
weekends/ev
enings. 
Backpacks 
forbidden, 
bag checks. 
Public 
transport 
highly 
recommende
d. 
"Oktoberfest 
barometer" 
helps 
manage 
expectations
.2 

Musikfest 
Berlin 

Berlin Aug 30 – 
Sep 20, 2025 

Classical 
Music 

Prelude to 
Berlin 
Philharmonic 
season, 
world-class 
orchestras, 
French 
focus. 

Public 
transport 
efficient, 
venues 
generally 
accessible; 
check 
specific 
venues for 
details.17 

PHOTOCLIM
AT Paris 

Paris Sep 12 – Oct 
12, 2025 

Photography
/Art 

Outdoor 
exhibition on 
environment
al/social 
commitment 
in iconic 
locations, 
free and 
accessible. 

Information 
on typical 
crowd sizes 
is not 
available, but 
the event is 
free and 
accessible to 
all. Its 
outdoor 
nature and 



expansion 
beyond Paris 
suggest 
broad public 
engagement.
18 

Berlin Art 
Week 

Berlin Sep 10 – 14, 
2025 

Art Fair Showcases 
international 
and local 
artists in 
hundreds of 
galleries. 

Not 
specified, 
but art fairs 
can be busy. 

Positions 
Berlin Art 
Fair 

Berlin Sep 11 – 14, 
2025 

Art Fair Key event 
during Berlin 
Art Week, 
held at 
Tempelhof 
Airport 
hangars. 

Attracted 
over 30,000 
visitors last 
year.21 

International 
Literature 
Festival 

Berlin Sep 11 – 20, 
2025 

Literature 
Festival 

Gathers 
around 200 
authors from 
over 40 
countries. 

Not 
specified. 

Open 
Heritage Day 

Berlin Sep 13 – 14, 
2025 

Cultural 
Heritage 

Numerous 
monuments 
usually 
closed to the 
public open 
their doors. 

Not 
specified. 
Offers 
unique 
access to 
historical 
sites.19 

 

Spain: Wine, Flamenco & City Celebrations 

 

Spain in September is a vibrant mosaic of regional celebrations, offering diverse 
cultural experiences that highlight the unique heritage and customs of different areas, 
from the energetic urban pulse of Barcelona to the deep wine traditions of Rioja and 



Jerez. These festivals often provide an incredibly immersive and sensory journey, 
allowing travelers to engage directly with the agricultural and culinary heart of the 
country. 

 

La Mercè Festival, Barcelona (September 23 – September 28, 2025) 

 

Barcelona's biggest party, La Mercè, celebrates the patron saint with a whirlwind of 
live music, traditional Catalan culture, light shows, and massive fireworks displays.6 
The "guest city" feature, with Manchester in 2025, exemplifies cultural exchange and 
enriches the festival experience by introducing new perspectives.6 The extensive list 
of traditional activities, from human towers (Castellers) to fire runs (Correfocs) and 
parades of giants, highlights the deep community involvement and authenticity of the 
event.6 The opportunity for free museum entry on September 24th adds significant 
value for cultural travelers.6 The festival attracts "huge numbers of people," making 
public transport, especially the metro, highly recommended due to street closures 
and extended hours.6 

 

Rioja Wine Harvest Festival, Logroño (September 20 – 26, 2025) 

 

This celebration of wine culture, declared of tourist interest, offers a deeply authentic 
experience.23 Visitors can witness the traditional grape crushing ceremony where 
barefoot men in regional costumes tread grapes to produce the first "must," which is 
then offered to the patron saint.24 This act is a powerful sensory experience, 
connecting visitors directly to the region's winemaking heritage.24 The week-long 
festivities also include carnival processions, gastronomic tastings organized by local 
clubs ("peñas"), bullfights, concerts, live street music, and fireworks over the Ebro 
river.24 

 

Fiestas de la Vendimia, Jerez de la Frontera (August 30 – September 14, 2025) 

 

Honoring the sherry wine harvest, this festival showcases Jerez's rich winemaking 



tradition.3 Highlights include wine tastings, grape stomping, vineyard tours, traditional 
music, flamenco performances, and parades.3 The "Pisa de la Uva" (treading of the 
grapes) ceremony, held on the steps of the Cathedral, is a deeply symbolic event 
where grapes are blessed and trod by men in traditional attire, followed by the release 
of white doves and the sharing of chilled fino.26 While specific crowd sizes are not 
provided, it is noted that prime viewing for the 'Pisa de la Uva' ceremony is available 
for those who arrive early.26 

 

Other Spanish Festivals 

 

Spain offers numerous other regional fairs and festivals in September: 

●​ Feria de Albacete (September 7 – 17, 2025): A major annual fair.23 

●​ Murcia Fair (September 4 – 16, 2025): A significant regional fair.23 

●​ Salamanca Fair (September 7 – 15, 2025): A traditional fair.23 

●​ Valladolid Fair (September 5 – 14, 2025): Another traditional fair.23 

●​ Fiesta de Cascamorras, Guadix & Baza (September 6 & 9): A truly 
unconventional experience involving a unique "battle" between rival towns where 
participants throw paint.27 

●​ Feria de San Miguel, Sevilla (September 26-28): Features bullfights and other 
festivities.27 

Spanish September Festivities 

Event Name Location Dates Type Key Highlight 

La Mercè 
Festival 

Barcelona Sep 23 – 28, 
2025 

City Festival Human towers, 
fire runs, giants, 
musical 
fireworks, guest 
city feature. 

Rioja Wine 
Harvest Festival 

Logroño Sep 20 – 26, 
2025 

Wine Harvest Traditional 
grape crushing 
ceremony, 
carnival, 
gastronomic 
tastings. 



Fiestas de la 
Vendimia 

Jerez de la 
Frontera 

Aug 30 – Sep 
14, 2025 

Wine Harvest Sherry wine 
harvest, grape 
stomping, 
flamenco, "Pisa 
de la Uva" 
ceremony. 

Feria de 
Albacete 

Albacete Sep 7 – 17, 2025 Traditional Fair Major annual 
fair. 

Murcia Fair Murcia Sep 4 – 16, 2025 Traditional Fair Significant 
regional fair. 

Salamanca Fair Salamanca Sep 7 – 15, 2025 Traditional Fair Traditional fair. 

Valladolid Fair Valladolid Sep 5 – 14, 2025 Traditional Fair Traditional fair. 

Fiesta de 
Cascamorras 

Guadix & Baza Sep 6 & 9 Unique Festival "Battle" 
between rival 
towns involving 
throwing paint. 

Feria de San 
Miguel 

Sevilla Sep 26-28 Traditional Fair Features 
bullfights and 
other festivities. 

 

France: Flea Markets & Parisian Art 

 

France in September offers a compelling mix of large-scale, traditional community 
events and innovative, socially aware art exhibitions, catering to diverse interests from 
treasure hunting to contemporary cultural commentary. 

 

Braderie de Lille (September 6 – 7, 2025, Lille) 

 

This iconic event is Europe's largest flea market, transforming Lille into a sprawling 



marketplace with over 80 kilometers of stalls, drawing millions of visitors.7 The 
Braderie is a vibrant, chaotic, and joyful adventure with deep historical roots dating 
back to 1127.8 A unique and central tradition is the consumption of mussels and French 
fries, with restaurants competing to create the biggest piles of empty mussel shells.8 
This culinary ritual adds a distinct local flavor and communal spirit, making it a truly 
authentic experience.8 The sheer scale of the event, attracting over 2 million visitors, 
leads to traffic and parking restrictions in the city center, but 13 Park and Ride sites 
with shuttle services are available on the outskirts.8 

 

PHOTOCLIMAT Paris (September 12 – October 12, 2025, Paris) 

 

PHOTOCLIMAT is an outdoor photographic exhibition that transforms iconic Parisian 
locations into an open-air gallery, focusing on environmental and social commitment 
through art.18 The fusion of art with social and environmental themes reflects a 
contemporary trend in cultural events, making it relevant for travelers interested in 
responsible tourism and art with a message.18 Monumental installations take over 
famous sites like Place de la Concorde, offering a free and accessible cultural 
experience.18 In 2025, the event will expand beyond Paris, reaching new audiences 
and strengthening the dialogue between art and society across the metropolitan 
area.18 

French September Experiences 

 
Event Name Location Dates Type Key Highlight Crowd/Acces

sibility Notes 

Braderie de 
Lille 

Lille Sep 6 – 7, 
2025 

Flea Market Europe's 
largest flea 
market, 
80km of 
stalls, 
famous for 
mussels and 
fries 
tradition. 

Attracts over 
2 million 
visitors. 
Traffic/parkin
g prohibited 
in center; 13 
Park and 
Ride sites 
with shuttles 
available.8 



PHOTOCLIM
AT Paris 

Paris Sep 12 – Oct 
12, 2025 

Art 
Exhibition 

Outdoor 
photographi
c exhibition 
focusing on 
environment
al and social 
commitment. 

Free cultural 
experience 
accessible to 
all. Expands 
beyond Paris 
in 2025.18 

 

Norway: Culinary Delights & Fjord Flavors 

 

Bergen Matfestival offers an authentic and immersive culinary experience focused on 
the unique flavors and traditions of the Fjord Norway region, making it a must-visit for 
food enthusiasts seeking local authenticity. 

 

Bergen Matfestival (Food Festival) (September 5 – 6, 2025, Bergen) 

 

Get a true taste of Norway in the stunning Fjord Norway region at the Bergen 
Matfestival.9 This event emphasizes local food stalls and special menus at 
participating restaurants, showcasing the culinary heritage of the region.9 Visitors can 
engage in hands-on food workshops led by top chefs and celebrate regional flavors at 
Festplassen, which also hosts the Norwegian Cider Festival.9 The inclusion of a "Young 
Food Fest" specifically designed for children highlights a family-friendly and 
educational aspect, promoting culinary heritage to the next generation and indicating 
a long-term commitment to preserving local food culture.9 Over 30 restaurants 
participate, offering a broad and diverse culinary experience.9 While specific crowd 
sizes are not provided, the festival takes place in Bergen city center, making it 
accessible.9 

Norwegian Foodie Adventures 

Event Name Location Dates Type Key Highlight 

Bergen 
Matfestival 

Bergen Sep 5 – 6, 2025 Food Festival Showcases local 
Norwegian 
flavors, food 



workshops, 
Norwegian 
Cider Festival, 
Young Food 
Fest. 

 

Ireland: Oysters & American Football 

 

Ireland in September offers a unique blend of authentic local traditions, like the 
long-standing Oyster Festival, and exciting modern global events, such as the NFL 
game, appealing to a broad spectrum of travelers. 

 

Galway International Oyster & Seafood Festival (September 26 – 28, 2025, 
Galway) 

 

Deemed one of Europe's longest-running food extravaganzas, the Galway 
International Oyster & Seafood Festival has been celebrating the famous native 
Galway Oysters since 1954.28 This long history signifies a deep-rooted tradition and 
strong community pride around a specific local product, highlighting the power of 
food in cultural identity.28 The festival draws thousands of visitors to sample oysters, 
witness oyster-shucking championships, enjoy seafood tastings, food 
demonstrations, street parades, and experience legendary Irish hospitality.1 

 

NFL International Game (September 28, 2025, Dublin) 

 

Dublin will host the inaugural NFL game in Ireland, with the Pittsburgh Steelers taking 
on the Minnesota Vikings at Croke Park.30 This event signifies Dublin's growing status 
as a global city capable of attracting major international sporting events, diversifying 
its tourism appeal beyond traditional cultural offerings.32 The game will be all-seated, 
and accessible tickets are available by contacting the event organizers.31 Hotel and 



ticket packages are also available for those planning to attend.31 

Irish September Events 

 
Event Name Location Dates Type Key Highlight Crowd/Acces

sibility Notes 

Galway 
International 
Oyster & 
Seafood 
Festival 

Galway Sep 26 – 28, 
2025 

Food Festival Europe's 
longest-runn
ing food 
extravaganz
a, 
oyster-shuck
ing 
championshi
ps, seafood 
tastings. 

Draws 
thousands of 
visitors.28 

NFL 
International 
Game 

Dublin Sep 28, 2025 Sporting 
Event 

Inaugural 
NFL game in 
Ireland 
(Steelers vs. 
Vikings). 

All-seated 
game. 
Accessible 
tickets 
available by 
email.31 

 

Portugal: Fado & Music by the Sea 

 

Portugal and the broader Adriatic region in September offer opportunities for 
travelers to dive deep into specific cultural niches, from the soulful traditions of Fado 
to the vibrant world of electronic music, providing unique and focused experiences. 

 

Caixa Alfama, Lisbon (September 26 – 27, 2025) 

 

This "exotic festival" focuses on traditional Portuguese Fado songs, encompassing 
more than just music.33 The emphasis on Fado highlights Portugal's commitment to its 
unique musical heritage, which is recognized as a UNESCO Intangible Cultural 



Heritage, offering a deeply authentic and emotional cultural experience.33 It is 
anticipated to be a foremost cultural festival for the travel sector.33 While specific 
accessibility information is not available in the provided materials, the Alfama district 
is known for its narrow, cobbled streets.35 

 

Dimensions Festival, Tisno, Croatia (August 28 – September 1, 2025) 

 

Though located in Croatia, this electronic music festival is often considered by 
travelers combining destinations in the Adriatic region. It is a five-day gathering of 
electronic music enthusiasts at The Garden Tisno on Croatia's Adriatic coastline, 
focusing on house, techno, electro, and breaks.37 All disabled customers are welcome, 
though some areas of the site may have challenging terrain, and it is advised to 
contact organizers for specific accommodation or travel requirements.38 

Portuguese & Adriatic Rhythms 

 
Event Name Location Dates Type Key Highlight Crowd/Acces

sibility Notes 

Caixa Alfama Lisbon, 
Portugal 

Sep 26 – 27, 
2025 

Music 
Festival 

Focus on 
traditional 
Portuguese 
Fado songs. 

Information 
on crowd 
size and 
accessibility 
is not 
available.34 

Dimensions 
Festival 

Tisno, 
Croatia 

Aug 28 – Sep 
1, 2025 

Electronic 
Music 
Festival 

Five-day 
gathering of 
electronic 
music 
enthusiasts. 

All disabled 
customers 
welcome, 
but some 
areas may 
have 
challenging 
terrain; 
contact 
organizers 
for specific 
needs.38 



 

Other European Gems (Brief Mentions) 

 

Beyond the major headline festivals, September in Europe is dotted with countless 
smaller, specialized events that offer unique cultural immersion, from niche music 
festivals and traditional fairs to historical reenactments and antique markets. These 
"other gems" often represent the heart of local community and tradition, providing 
travelers with opportunities for genuine connection and a deeper understanding of 
regional customs. 

●​ Belgium: Belgian Beer Weekend, Brussels (September 5 – 7, 2025): Join over 
50,000 attendees at Brussels' Grand-Place to experience over 400 Belgian beers 
from more than 50 breweries.39 This significant, well-established event is a key 
part of Belgium's cultural identity, drawing a large, dedicated crowd of beer 
enthusiasts.39 Live music and an immersion in Belgium's rich brewing heritage are 
central to the festivities.39 Public transport is recommended due to limited on-site 
parking.39 

●​ Austria: 
○​ St. Rupert's Fair, Salzburg (September 19 – 24, 2025): Known as 

Ruperti-Kirtag, this traditional folk festival features processions, fireworks, 
and a lively atmosphere.40 It is an authentic experience that locals flock to, 
though it can get "pretty intense" on Friday and Saturday nights, making it 
less suitable for those who prefer less crowded environments.41 

○​ Vienna Wine Hiking Days (September 27-28, 2025): Vineyards open to the 
public for scenic hikes and wine sampling.40 

○​ Erntedankfest, Vienna (September 6-7, 2025): A harvest festival bringing 
Austria's agriculture into the city, offering regional specialties.20 

○​ Vienna Coffee Festival (September 12-14, 2025): A vibrant, caffeine-fueled 
celebration with music, competitions, and tastings.20 

○​ Vienna Design Week (September 26 – October 5, 2025): A series of events 
and exhibitions across the city.20 

○​ Tag des Denkmals (European Heritage Day), Vienna (September 28, 
2025): Numerous historical buildings, usually closed, open their doors for 
visitors, offering a unique opportunity for cultural immersion and access to 
otherwise private historical sites.20 This is part of a broader European initiative 
to celebrate shared cultural heritage. 

●​ Switzerland: 
○​ Zermatt Music Festival & Academy (September 11 – 21, 2025, Zermatt): 



Centered around an orchestra and chamber music academy, this festival 
offers concerts featuring young Swiss and international musicians, alongside 
the Berlin Philharmonic's Scharoun Ensemble.42 

○​ Knabenschiessen, Zürich (September 13 – 15, 2025): A unique shooting 
competition combined with a lively carnival.43 

○​ Wengen Chästeilet (September 28, 2025, Wengen): A charming cheese 
festival marking the end of the alpine summer, where approximately 1.3 tons of 
alpine cheese are distributed and sold.44 This event, attracting 1,000-1,300 
visitors, offers a more intimate and authentic cultural experience compared to 
larger festivals, featuring musical entertainment, games, and cheese-making 
demonstrations.44 

●​ Greece: 
○​ Thessaloniki International Fair (September 6 – 14, 2025): One of the most 

significant exhibition and event institutions in Southeastern Europe, serving as 
a platform for economic development and entertainment.46 

○​ Animasyros International Animation Festival (September 22 – 28, 2025, 
Syros): The largest animation festival of its kind in Greece and one of the 
largest in Europe, offering artistic and educational programs, exhibitions, 
concerts, and parties.46 

○​ Armata Festival, Spetses (Second week of September, dates TBA): This 
festival celebrates the Naval Battle of Spetses with a dramatic reenactment 
and the burning of an Ottoman flagship model, followed by impressive 
fireworks.46 Tens of thousands of visitors attend this spectacular event, which 
is narrated live in both Greek and English, demonstrating a conscious effort 
for inclusivity for international visitors.47 

●​ United Kingdom: 
○​ Greenwich + Docklands International Festival, London (August 22 – 

September 6, 2025): A free celebration of outdoor theatre, dance, and art 
installations across London's iconic public spaces.48 

○​ Equinox Festival (September 18 – 22, 2025, Lincolnshire): A grassroots 
gathering focused on music, creativity, and community.48 

○​ Various Antique & Collectors Fairs: The UK hosts numerous antique and 
collectors fairs throughout September, including the Ardingly International 
Antiques & Collectors Fair (September 2-3), the Builth Wells National Antiques 
Fair of Wales (September 6-7), and events in Shepton (September 12-14).49 
The prevalence of these fairs points to a strong cultural interest in heritage, 
collecting, and sustainable consumerism, offering a unique kind of "treasure 
hunt" for travelers.49 



Other European Gems – September Snapshot 

Country Event Name Location Dates Type Key Highlight 

Belgium Belgian Beer 
Weekend 

Brussels Sep 5 – 7, 
2025 

Beer Festival Over 400 
Belgian 
beers from 
50+ 
breweries, 
live music. 

Austria St. Rupert's 
Fair 

Salzburg Sep 19 – 24, 
2025 

Traditional 
Folk 

Processions, 
fireworks, 
lively local 
atmosphere. 

Austria Vienna Wine 
Hiking Days 

Vienna Sep 27-28, 
2025 

Wine Festival Vineyards 
open for 
hiking and 
sampling. 

Austria Erntedankfes
t 

Vienna Sep 6-7, 
2025 

Harvest 
Festival 

Showcases 
Austrian 
agriculture 
and regional 
specialties. 

Austria Vienna 
Coffee 
Festival 

Vienna Sep 12-14, 
2025 

Food Festival Caffeine-fuel
ed 
celebration 
with music 
and tastings. 

Austria Vienna 
Design Week 

Vienna Sep 26 – Oct 
5, 2025 

Design 
Festival 

City-wide 
events and 
exhibitions. 

Austria Tag des 
Denkmals 

Vienna Sep 28, 2025 Heritage Day Usually 
closed 
historical 
buildings 
open to the 
public. 



Switzerland Zermatt 
Music 
Festival & 
Academy 

Zermatt Sep 11 – 21, 
2025 

Classical 
Music 

Concerts by 
young and 
international 
musicians, 
Berlin 
Philharmonic
's Scharoun 
Ensemble. 

Switzerland Knabenschie
ssen 

Zürich Sep 13 – 15, 
2025 

Competition/
Carnival 

Unique 
shooting 
competition 
combined 
with a 
carnival. 

Switzerland Wengen 
Chästeilet 

Wengen Sep 28, 2025 Cheese 
Festival 

Marks end of 
alpine 
summer, 
distribution 
of 1.3 tons of 
cheese. 

Greece Thessaloniki 
International 
Fair 

Thessaloniki Sep 6 – 14, 
2025 

Trade Fair Significant 
exhibition 
and event 
institution in 
Southeaster
n Europe. 

Greece Animasyros 
International 
Animation 
Festival 

Syros Sep 22 – 28, 
2025 

Film Festival Largest 
animation 
festival in 
Greece and 
one of 
Europe's 
largest. 

Greece Armata 
Festival 

Spetses Second 
week of Sep 

Historical 
Reenactmen
t 

Reenactmen
t of Naval 
Battle of 
Spetses with 
fireworks. 



UK Greenwich + 
Docklands 
International 
Festival 

London Aug 22 – Sep 
6, 2025 

Arts Festival Free outdoor 
theatre, 
dance, and 
art 
installations. 

UK Equinox 
Festival 

Lincolnshire Sep 18 – 22, 
2025 

Music 
Festival 

Grassroots 
gathering of 
music, 
creativity, 
and 
community. 

UK Various 
Antique & 
Collectors 
Fairs 

Across UK Various Sep 
dates 

Antique Fair Numerous 
fairs 
showcasing 
heritage, 
collecting, 
and vintage 
items. 

 

Planning Your September Escape: Practical Tips for Travelers 

 

Embarking on a September adventure in Europe requires a bit of foresight to ensure a 
smooth and enjoyable trip. The popularity of autumn events means that strategic 
planning can significantly enhance the experience. 

 

Booking Accommodation & Transport 

 

For major events like Oktoberfest or La Mercè, accommodation and transport options 
tend to book up very quickly due to the high volume of visitors.2 To secure preferred 
lodging and travel arrangements, it is highly advisable to book well in advance. For 
those attending large-scale festivals, considering charming nearby towns as a base 
can be a practical alternative if city hotels are fully booked.1 Utilizing public transport 
is often the most efficient way to navigate cities during festivals, as many city centers 



will have restricted vehicle access.6 Always check official event websites for specific 
transport and parking advice to avoid last-minute complications. 

 

Embracing Local Customs 

 

Festivals in Europe are often deeply rooted in local customs and traditions, offering a 
unique opportunity for cultural immersion. Participating respectfully in these traditions 
can profoundly enrich the travel experience. For instance, at the Braderie de Lille, 
joining in the tradition of enjoying mussels and fries is a must.8 In Spain, witnessing 
the traditional grape treading ceremonies at wine harvest festivals or observing the 
human towers at La Mercè offers a glimpse into centuries-old practices.6 Learning a 
few local phrases, trying regional foods, and observing local etiquette can open doors 
to genuine interactions and shared joy with the community. 

 

Inclusive Travel Considerations 

 

While specific accessibility information may vary, many European festivals and venues 
are increasingly working towards greater inclusivity. For example, Dimensions Festival 
explicitly welcomes disabled visitors, and accessible tickets are available for the Italian 
Grand Prix and the NFL game in Dublin.31 It is always recommended to check official 
event websites for detailed accessibility information, as terrain and crowds can still 
present challenges. Contacting organizers directly for specific needs can help ensure 
a comfortable visit. Additionally, being mindful of local laws and customs, particularly 
concerning behavior and alcohol consumption, as noted for Oktoberfest, contributes 
to a respectful and harmonious experience for everyone.5 

 

Conclusion: Your European Autumn Adventure Awaits! 

 

September in Europe is more than just a month; it is an invitation. An invitation to 
experience the continent's vibrant cultural tapestry, from the hearty cheers of 
Oktoberfest to the artistic whispers of Paris, the soulful Fado of Lisbon to the bustling 



markets of Lille. It is a time when the weather is gentle, the crowds are often thinner 
than peak summer, and the authentic spirit of Europe shines brightest. The array of 
events, from traditional harvest celebrations and local fairs to cutting-edge art and 
design festivals, offers a rich diversity that caters to every interest. 

This period allows for a deeper connection with local heritage, providing opportunities 
to witness unique customs and participate in age-old traditions. The blend of 
established, large-scale events and more intimate, niche gatherings ensures that 
whether one seeks grand spectacle or quiet cultural immersion, Europe delivers. Don't 
just dream about it – make 2025 your year to discover Europe's secret season. Grab a 
passport, pack bags, and prepare for an unforgettable autumn adventure. Whether 
one is a foodie, an art aficionado, a history buff, or simply seeking new horizons, 
September in Europe promises memories that will last a lifetime. Start planning now, 
because these experiences are waiting! 
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