European Winter 2026: Your Ultimate Guide to Free Shuttles & Guest
Cards (Yes, They're Actually Free!)

TL;DR: Staying at hotels and guesthouses across the Alps and beyond gets you FREE public transport, ski
shuttles, and regional trains through guest cards like Germany's KONUS, Austria's mobility cards, and
Switzerland's visitor passes. Your accommodation literally hands you unlimited transit the moment you check
in. This guide breaks down exactly how to score free rides across Europe's winter wonderlands this 2026

s€ason.

Why Pay for Transport When Europe Gives It Away?

Here's something most travelers miss: that confirmation email from your Alpine hotel or Black Forest
guesthouse isn't just about your room. It's your golden ticket to free buses, trains, and ski shuttles worth
hundreds of euros. European regions have figured out that happy, mobile tourists spend more money locally, so

they've created guest card systems that make getting around completely free for visitors.

Whether you're chasing powder in the Austrian Alps, exploring Germany's winter forests, or hopping between
Swiss villages, these cards turn your accommodation into an all-access transit pass. And they work for

everyone: solo adventurers, couples, and families with strollers and ski gear in tow.

DE Germany: The KONUS Card & Beyond

KONUS Guest Card (Black Forest)

The original and still the best. KONUS covers 11,000 square kilometers of the Black Forest, and if you're

staying anywhere from Pforzheim to the Swiss border, you're in.
What You Get:

e Unlimited travel on all regional trains, buses, and transit throughout the entire Black Forest region
e Coverage across 152 participating communities

e Valid from day of arrival through day of departure

e  Works on Deutsche Bahn regional trains (RE, RB), SWEG trains, and all local bus networks

e Zero cost, zero registration fees

How It Works: Your hotel, vacation rental, or campsite hands you the card at check-in. That's it. Flash it to the

driver or conductor and ride. The card shows your accommodation dates, and transit operators know the system.

Perfect For Families: Kids under 6 ride free anyway (standard German policy), and KONUS cards cover
children staying with you. Buses have low floors for strollers, and most regional trains have dedicated family

areas with play tables.



Hot Tip: Use the KONUS card to reach Feldberg (Germany's highest ski area) via bus 7300 from Titisee, or

explore Freiburg, Triberg, and Baden-Baden all on the same card.

Coverage Map: Check konus-schwarzwald.info for the full network

GisteCard Schwarzwald (Extended Black Forest)

Similar concept to KONUS but operated by different municipalities. Some accommodations offer this instead of
or in addition to KONUS.

Key Differences:

e Often includes discounts on attractions (cable cars, museums, thermal baths)
e May offer seasonal ski shuttle routes not on standard KONUS

e Each town customizes benefits

Where You'll Find It: Todtnau, Schonwald, Hinterzarten, and surrounding communities

Bayern (Bavaria) Ski Shuttles & Guest Cards

Bavaria doesn't have one unified card, but individual resort towns offer powerful free transit options.
Oberstdorf Plus Card:

e Free local buses throughout Oberstdorf valley

e Includes Nebelhorn cable car discounts

e Access to winter hiking trails and cross-country ski networks

Garmisch-Partenkirchen GiasteCard:

e Free local and regional buses
e Discounts on Zugspitze access (Germany's highest peak)

e Works with Werdenfelds regional transit

Berchtesgaden Guest Card (Nationalpark Card):

e Free RVO buses throughout Berchtesgaden National Park
e Includes routes to Konigssee, Hintersee, and Ramsau

e Valid on mountain bus routes to trailheads



Family Infrastructure: Bavarian buses almost universally have ski racks, bike racks (for fat bikes in winter),

and accessibility ramps. Stations have heated waiting areas.

AT Austria: Mobility Meets Mountain Magic

Austria's guest card system is decentralized but comprehensive. Nearly every tourism region offers free or

heavily discounted transit as part of overnight stays.

Tirol (Tyrol) Mobility Cards

Tirol Regio Card:
e Covers Inn Valley communities from Kufstein to Landeck
e Free VVT (Verkehrsverbund Tirol) buses and trains
e Includes ski bus routes to smaller family resorts

e Pick up from your accommodation reception

Otztal Inside Summer Card (Winter Program):
e  While primarily summer-focused, winter guests get free ski buses within the Otztal valley
e Connects Solden, Obergurgl, and Hochgurgl ski areas

e No blackout dates during ski season

Stubai Super Card:

e Free Stubai Valley buses
¢ Discounts on Stubai Glacier access

e Works at all valley accommodations

Salzburger Land Guest Cards

SalzburgerLand Card:

e Over 190 free attractions (many winter activities included)
e Free public transport in participating communities
e Available at hotels, pensions, and vacation rentals

e Particularly strong in Zell am See-Kaprun and Saalbach regions



Family Bonus: Many Austrian cards include free or discounted access to swimming pools, ice rinks, and

toboggan runs, not just transport.

Vorarlberg Guest Cards

V-CARD (Bregenzerwald & Arlberg regions):

e Free Landbus Bregenzerwald and Vorarlberg transit
e Covers routes to Lech, Ziirs, and Warth ski areas

¢ Includes summer cable cars in some zones (check seasonal schedules)

Infrastructure: Vorarlberg is exceptionally accessible with modern low-floor buses, real-time transit apps, and
English signage.

CH Switzerland: Premium Passes at No Extra Charge

Switzerland does everything expensively, except when you're a hotel guest. Then they flip the script entirely.

Swiss Travel System Integration

Many Swiss resort municipalities include regional or local transit passes with overnight stays. These aren't quite

as generous as KONUS, but they still save you serious money.
Zermatt Peak Pass:

e Free local electric shuttle buses throughout car-free Zermatt
e Discounts on Gornergrat railway and Matterhorn lifts

e Provided by all Zermatt accommodations

Grindelwald Guest Card:

e Free bus travel within Grindelwald and to First gondola base
e Works on postal buses to Interlaken

e Jungfrau railway discounts

Saas-Fee Magic Pass Accommodation Benefit:

e Free village buses

e Discounted Metro Alpin (world's highest underground funicular)

St. Moritz Engadin Card:



e Free regional buses across Upper Engadin valley
e Connects St. Moritz, Pontresina, Sils, and Silvaplana

e Cross-country ski trail access included

Family Considerations: Swiss public transport is legendarily accessible. Elevators at every station, priority
seating for families, and onboard changing tables on most trains. Children under 6 ride free nationwide; kids 6-

16 get free travel with a Junior Card (30 CHF annually, but ask your hotel—some include it).

IT Italy: Dolomites & Alto Adige Cards

Italy's northern regions have embraced the guest card model, especially in South Tyrol (Alto Adige).

Alto Adige Guest Pass (Siidtirol Guest Pass)

Coverage:

e Free public transport throughout South Tyrol province
e Includes all regional trains and SAD buses
e Connects Bolzano, Merano, Brixen, and Dolomite valleys

e Works on routes to ski areas like Val Gardena, Alta Badia, and Plan de Coralles

How to Get It: Your accommodation registers you automatically. The pass links to your reservation and works

via a physical card or increasingly via mobile app.
Dolomiti SuperSki & Mobilcard:

e Ifyou buy a Dolomiti Superski pass (covers 12 valleys), the Mobilcard comes free
e Unlimited bus and train travel across the entire Dolomiti Superski region

e Covers Cortina, Val di Fassa, Arabba, and more

Family Perks: Italian mountain transit is surprisingly family-friendly. Buses have dedicated space for ski
equipment, and drivers actively help families with gear. Many routes offer storytelling or nature guides in

winter.

FR France: Savoy & Chamonix Valley Passes

France doesn't have a nationwide system, but individual valleys and resorts offer robust free shuttle networks.

Chamonix Guest Card (Carte d'Hote)

e Free Chamonix valley buses (ski buses, town shuttles, regional routes)



e Covers Le Tour, Argentiecre, Chamonix-Centre, and Les Houches
e Minor discounts on Aiguille du Midi and Montenvers railway

e Given automatically at hotels and Airbnbs (if host registers you)

Les Trois Vallées Ski Shuttles
e Courchevel, Méribel, and Val Thorens all operate free ski bus networks
e Accommodations provide shuttle schedules at check-in

e Runs approximately 8am-7pm during ski season

Paradiski Free Shuttles:
e Connects La Plagne and Les Arcs via valley buses
e Free with accommodation proof

e Some routes require reservation during peak weeks (Christmas, February half-term)

Accessibility Note: French ski shuttles have improved dramatically. Modern fleets include wheelchair lifts and

low-floor access, though older mountain routes may still use standard coaches.

LI Liechtenstein: Tiny Country, Big Transit Perks

LIEmobil & LIECHTENSTEINcard

Liechtenstein's public bus system (LIEmobil) is free for everyone on Saturdays, and hotel guests get additional
weekday benefits through the LIECHTENSTEINcard.

What's Included:

e Free bus travel across all 11 municipalities
e Connects to Austrian and Swiss border transit

e Vaduz Castle area, Malbun ski resort access

Bonus: The entire country is smaller than most ski valleys, so even paid bus fares are minimal (2-4 CHF).

Guest cards often cover this entirely.




How to Maximize Your Guest Card Strategy

Planning Your Stay

1. Book Direct: Hotels sometimes forget to mention guest cards when you book through third-party sites.

Confirm at booking that you'll receive applicable transit passes.

2. Extend Your Stay for Maximum Value: Most cards work for your entire accommodation period. A 7-
day stay gives you 7 days of free unlimited travel. Do the math: a weekly transit pass in the Black Forest

costs €50+, in Switzerland €150+. Your hotel just gave you that for free.

3. Combine Cards Across Regions: Staying in Feldberg (KONUS) for 3 days, then Zermatt (Swiss guest

card) for 4? You just unlocked 7 days of free transit across two countries.

Family Travel Hacks

o Stroller-Friendly Routes: German and Swiss systems publish accessibility maps. Look for the

wheelchair symbol (it means low-floor access).

e Ski Gear Transport: All Alpine transit allows ski equipment. Racks are standard, and wider aisles

accommodate families with multiple sets.

¢ Snack Breaks: Many Austrian and Swiss mountain buses have 15-20 minute scenic stops. Perfect for hot

chocolate breaks with kids.

Services & Infrastructure to Expect

Real-Time Apps:

e Germany: DB Navigator (covers all KONUS routes)
e Austria: AnachB, VVT SmartRide (Tirol)
e Switzerland: SBB Mobile (covers all national and most regional transit)

e [taly: SiidtirolMobil app (Alto Adige/South Tyrol)

Accessibility:
e Wheelchair lifts on 80%+ of buses in Germany, Switzerland, Austria

e Assistance available at major stations (call ahead for guaranteed support)

e Audio announcements in multiple languages on most routes

Luggage & Equipment:

e Dedicated ski/snowboard racks on mountain routes

e Bike racks (for winter fat-biking)



e Oversized luggage areas on regional trains

Free Public Resources & Planning Tools
Official Planning Websites

KONUS (Black Forest):

e konus-schwarzwald.info (English available)

e Live route planner and accommodation directory

Austria:

e tirol.at (Tirol tourism board with mobility info)

e salzburgerland.com (Salzburg region cards)

Switzerland:

e myswitzerland.com (comprehensive guest card database)

e sbb.ch (official Swiss rail with regional pass info)

Italy:

e suedtirol.info (South Tyrol official tourism)

e dolomiti.org (Dolomites region)

Apps Worth Downloading

e Google Maps: Surprisingly excellent for European mountain transit. Real-time updates and works

offline.
e Rome2Rio: Great for comparing free guest card routes vs. paid alternatives

e Moovit: Covers many European cities with real-time bus tracking

Downloadable PDF Timetables

Most regions publish seasonal winter timetables in October/November. Search "[region name] winter bus

schedule PDF" for downloadable offline versions.




Quick Recap: Your Guest Card Action Plan

Before You Book: Confirm your accommodation participates in regional guest card programs (almost all

do in covered areas)

At Check-In: Ask for your guest card, transit map, and winter bus schedules

Download Apps: Get region-specific transit apps before arrival for real-time updates

Plan Day Trips: Your free transit often covers 50+ km radius—explore beyond your immediate area
Save Receipts: Some cards offer attraction discounts when you show transit proof

Share the Wealth: Tell other travelers. These programs survive because tourists use and appreciate them

Disclaimer

Important Notes:

This guide reflects winter 2026 policies based on current program structures and historical patterns. Guest card
programs, coverage areas, and specific benefits can change seasonally or annually. Always verify current details

with your specific accommodation or the official regional tourism board before travel.

Transit schedules vary significantly between peak season (Christmas/New Year, February school holidays) and

low season (January, March). Some routes operate weekends/holidays only outside peak periods.

While guest cards are free with accommodation, some premium services (express trains, cable cars, premium
ski buses) may require supplements or reservations. The term "free" refers to standard public transit within card

coverage zones.

Family policies, accessibility features, and language support vary by region and individual transit operators.

Contact operators directly for specific accessibility requirements.

This guide does not constitute an endorsement of specific accommodations, regions, or transit services. Always
purchase appropriate travel insurance and verify current travel requirements for your nationality when visiting

European countries.

Information accurate as of January 2026. For the absolute latest updates, consult official tourism board websites

listed in the Free Public Resources section.

Ready to ride free through Europe's winter wonderland? Your accommodation confirmation is about to
become the best travel pass you've never paid for.



